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on a radical happiness 

A radical need not feel sad.

Sadness is a subtraction from our power—or rather, a seeming subtraction.

For our capacity to act remains the same, but our ability undergoes transitions and 
passages in la durée.

What sadness and hatred do—these reactive affections force us to divert some of our 
power, normally devoted to acting, back onto a trace or image of the thing hated.

The trace subtracts from our power to act. Depressed people are less able to act.

The trace of the hated thing is simply a dialectical opposition.

Do we really need dialectical opposition to do politics?

We can be generous to those who suffer as long as it is not done out of pity—a reactive 
affection—but is done out of the overabundance of our power.

Eliminating the reactive traces and their dialectical oppositions is a way of getting back 
to this overabundance of power from which all becoming-revolutionary springs.

Of course, the assumption on the part of certain dialectical philosophers is that 
someone who is fulfilled and happy will not act to change the world.

Such thinkers see negation as the only spur to action.

Yet tyrants need the people to feel sad so that they can maintain control. There is a term 
in schizoanalysis that depicts this—it is called ‘anxiety.’

Put very simply, failure neurosis means that the person who wants success also fears it, 
so that any accomplishment is clouded by guilt.

This can be seen in the self-defeating thoughts of certain ‘leftists’: ‘It is good that the 
right takes power because that will strengthen dialectical opposition.’

This statement expresses only self-pity, a reactive sense of disempowerment.

We act more fully and more freely when we do not form oppositions.



We must stop making ‘sense.’

If we waste our power in self-defeating psychological games, we will never go out and 
radicalise our world.

So maybe the schizoids are right that radicals need not feel sad.

We must think of a radical as happy.
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